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The meeting began at 15h08 with the opening remarks by Mr. Ranko KRIVOKAPIĆ, 

President of Parliament of Montenegro and Co-chair of the EU-Montenegro Stabilisation and 

Association Parliamentary Committee (SAPC) followed by the opening remarks by Ms 

Anneliese DODDS, SAPC Co-chairwoman. Ms Dodds expressed regret for absence in the 

meeting of some opposition MPs from Montenegro. She reminded that the meeting was 

postponed for a month in order to try to encourage the opposition members to take part in the 

11th SAPC meeting.  

Co-chairman KRIVOKAPIĆ chaired the first day of the meeting. 

1. Adoption of the draft agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes, as in the draft document. 

 

2. Adoption of the draft minutes of the 10th EU-Montenegro SAPC meeting 

The minutes were adopted without amendments, as in the draft document. 

 

3. State of play of the accession negotiations and EU-Montenegro relations, in the 

presence of the representatives from the Government of Montenegro, the Presidency-in-

Office of the Council of the EU and the European Commission 

Mr Nicolas SCHMIT, Minister of Labour, Employment and the Social and Solidarity 

Economy representing the Luxemburgish Presidency-in-Office of the Council stressed that 

the Presidency is closely involved in the enlargement agenda of the European Union. He 
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stated that the current refugee crisis proved that common efforts with the Balkan countries 

must be explored. He informed that the Council has recently adopted their annual conclusions 

on the Enlargement. Minister SCHMIT welcomed the progress made by Montenegro so far, 

highlighted that negotiations only started in 2012 and that 20 chapters have been opened and 

2 chapters have been provisionally closed. He informed that chapters 14 and 15 would be 

opened in 2016. He welcomed the strengthening of the legislative framework of the country 

and expressed hope that relevant institutions in field of rule of law will be established soon. In 

regards to the recent protests, he underscored that freedom of expression as a part of the 

European values. The minister welcomed the improved neighbourly relations with Kosovo 

and Bosnia Herzegovina, as well as Montenegro's alignment with the EU on foreign and 

security policies. 

H.E. Ambassador Mr Ivan LEKOVIĆ from the Mission of Montenegro to the European 

Union presented the current relations between the Union and Montenegro on behalf of the 

Government. He stressed that the country expected to open negotiation chapters on transport 

and energy, shortly. He mentioned implementation of new electoral legislation in 

Montenegro, including electronic identification of voters. 

Mr Dirk LANGE, Head of Unit for Montenegro in the Directorate General for 

Neighbourhood and Enlargement Negotiations, on behalf of the European Commission, 

presented the overview of the situation, where he stressed the progress made in areas such as 

the legislation adopted in order to strengthen the rule of law and fight against corruption. He 

emphasised that in order to deliver a real change in this regard, the adopted legislation needed 

to be implemented in full. 

 

4. Recent protests in Podgorica 

Members stressed that while protests of parliamentarians are uncommon in mature 

democracies, they occur more frequently in newer democracies such as Montenegro.  It was 

acknowledged by the MPs that the police used excessive force towards demonstrators. 

Members welcomed the initiative of the Speaker of the Montenegrin Parliament to establish a 

working group amongst the political parties represented in the Montenegrin Parliament, in 

order to end the political crisis.  

The following members engaged in discussions: Mr Jozo RADOŠ (MEP), Mr Obrad Mišo 

STANIŠIĆ (Montenegrin MP), Mr Ranko KRIVOKAPIĆ (Montenegrin chair), Ms Petra 

KAMMEREVERT (MEP), Mr Mevludin NUHODŽIĆ (Montenegrin MP), Mr Izet BRALIĆ 

(Montenegrin MP), Mr Miodrag VUKOVIĆ (Montenegrin MP), Ms Azra JASAVIĆ 

(Montenegrin MP) and Ms Ivana MALETIĆ (MEP). 

 

5. Rule of law including electoral legislation 

Members agreed that the rule of law remained imperative for Montenegro, as it has 

widespread effects, including strengthening the economy. Montenegro has adopted legislation 
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aimed at strengthening the rule of law. Nevertheless, MEPs and some MPs questioned the 

lack of results from these incentives.  

Members from the Montenegrin ruling coalition highlighted that elections in Montenegro 

have been conducted with the presence of international institutions and stressed that they were 

assessed as democratic and in compliance with the law. 

The exchange of views was ensued among the following Members: Ms Azra JASAVIĆ 

(Montenegrin MP), Mr Jozo RADOŠ (MEP), Mr Suljo MUSTAFIĆ (Montenegrin MP), Mr 

Obrad Mišo STANIŠIĆ (Montenegrin MP), Ms Nada DROBNJAK (Montenegrin MP), MS 

Terry REINTKE (MEP) and Mr Ranko KRIVOKAPIĆ (Montenegrin chair). 

 

6. Protection of fundamental rights and freedoms 

Montenegrin members brought attention to a number of issues. These included: 

discrimination of minorities, treatment of people with disabilities, especially in relation to the 

access to the job market, gender equality, transparency and accountability of the national 

media. It was stressed by the Montenegrin members that many of the initiatives carried out by 

the national Parliament to ensure stronger protection of human rights and freedoms, such as 

the recent approval of a law against discrimination of people with disabilities, are inspired by 

European principles. 

Much coverage was given to the current lack of impartiality of the national media. 

Montenegrin members reported worsening of the situation. It was announced that the 

Montenegrin Parliament and the Council of Europe would work to arrange a conference in 

2016 to discuss the issue of media freedom in Montenegro and would suggest viable solutions 

for the future.  

MEPs welcomed the positive developments of Montenegro. And yet, while improvements on 

certain issues were considered promising, such as the establishment of free legal aids for 

women who are victims of violence, it was reminded how the implementation of initiatives in 

other areas is slow.  

The following Members discussed the protection of human rights in Montenegro: Ms Nada 

DROBNJAK (Montenegrin MP),  Ms Anneliese DODDS (EP delegation chair), Mr Miodrag 

VUKOVIĆ (Montenegrin MP), Mr Darko PAJOVIĆ (Montenegrin MP), Mr Eduard KUKAN 

(MEP), Mr Suljo MUSTAFIĆ (Montenegrin MP), Mr Ranko KRIVOKAPIĆ (Montenegrin 

chair), Mr Izet BRALIĆ (Montenegrin MP) and Ms Azra JASAVIĆ (Montenegrin MP). 

The 1st session was adjured on 16
th

 December, at 18h30. 

* * * 
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The second day of the meeting commenced at 9h07, on 17
th

 of December, with Ms Anneliese 

DODDS chairing the meeting.  

 

7. Sustainable development and the protection of the environment 

MEPs underlined that the European Union maintains some of the highest environmental 

standards globally. It was highlighted that the Union has focused its attention towards 

Montenegro, in particular to the conservation of the Ulcinj Salina. MEPs commended the 

efforts made so far by the authorities but urged for the further protection of the coastline. 

They advocated for further development of renewable energy and energy efficiency in the 

region.  

Montenegrin members focused on the ecological problems in Montenegro. In particular, it 

was stressed that the thermal power plant in Pljevlja must be dealt with as soon as possible, as 

it has a negative impact on the environment and health of the local population.  

Members from the Montenegrin ruling coalition highlighted that the legal and policy 

framework on environmental protection has significantly improved in Montenegro. It was 

stated that this was chiefly due to the obligations Montenegro must complete towards 

proceeding with the Union's acquis.  Montenegrin Members reiterated the Ulcinj Salina was 

an important area to promote sustainable development and conservation of the ecosystem.  

The following members participated in discussion: Ms Anneliese DODDS (EP delegation 

chair), Mr Darko PAJOVIĆ (Montenegrin MP), Mr Izet BRALIĆ (Montenegrin MP), Ms 

Ulrike LUNACEK (MEP), Terry REINTKE (MEP),  Mr Ranko KRIVOKAPIĆ (Montenegrin 

chair) and Mr Eleftherios SYNADINOS (MEP). 

 

8. Fiscal policy, including tax avoidance at global and national levels 

MEPs congratulated Montenegro on the economic growth rate, which was higher than the 

average EU rate. However the high unemployment rate, particularly amongst the youth was 

addressed as a serious problem. MEPs further highlighted the regional differences, the 

dominance of grey economy and the large informal employment market. It was stated that tax 

evasion and aggressive tax avoidance remained a key problem, which Montenegro was 

facing. 

Montenegrin Members highlighted that important chapters related the customs union and on 

taxation were opened as a part of the acquis. They informed that the Government is 

committed to reduce the grey economy and fight tax evasion through legislative and policy 

measures. It was also stressed that Montenegro struggled with high public debt.  

The following members engaged in discussion of this point of the agenda: Ms Anneliese 

DODDS (EP delegation chair), Mr Mevludin NUHODŽIĆ (Montenegrin MP), Mr Danko 

ŠARANČIĆ (Montenegrin MP), Mr Ranko KRIVOKAPIĆ (Montenegrin chair), Mr Darko 

PAJOVIĆ (Montenegrin MP), Mr Jozo RADOŠ (MEP) and Mr Eleftherios SYNADINOS 

(MEP). 
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9. Adoption of recommendations 

After a brief discussion regarding the amendments, a compromise text was agreed upon. 

The recommendations were adopted unanimously by all the Members. 

 

10. Any other business 

None. 

 

11. Date and place of the next SAPC meeting 

The next meeting of the EU-Montenegro Stabilisation and Association Parliamentary 

Committee was expected to take place on 19-20 May, in Montenegro. 

The meeting ended on 17th December at 11h50. 

 

*** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


